"


 

 



But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that being justified by His grace we might be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life."

 



 

Titus 3 tells us that Christ SAVED us.  What does it mean to be saved?  From what are we saved?  When are we saved?  We need to define the word SALVATION before we can appreciate what God has done for us and in what manner He chose to do it.  TO BE SAVED is a term God uses to denote the opposite of being IN SIN.  When God created the world, He was pleased with His creation because it was "GOOD".  

 

Man chose to separate himself from God through rebellion to God's direct command.  Man listened to the deceiver, Satan.  Satan takes God's words and twists them to mean something else – something more pleasing for our "natural man" to hear.  When God said, "The day you eat of the fruit of the tree of Good and Evil, you shall surely die."  Satan ADDED the simple word "NOT".  Eve believed Satan when he said, "You shall NOT surely die".  The lust of the eye and fleshly reasoning won over God's direct command.  Man was no longer in a state of perfection.  He belonged to the master he opted to serve -- Satan.

 

God so loved us, even though we chose to turn away from Him, that He had a plan for man's redemption (being bought back from Satan with a precious price).  Christ came into the world to glorify God and to show that God's wisdom and promises are superior to those of Satan's (Eph 3:10). He came (John 1:29) as a LAMB to take away the sins of the world.  He came to take away that which separates us from our God (Isaiah 59:1-2).   When men accept this free gift of salvation through FAITH and OBEDIENCE, God provides a way of escape from the Evil One (1 Cor 10:13).  It is THE WAY, His Son, through whom we gain the spiritual blessings of redemption, forgiveness of sin, and the reunion with our Father as His children and heirs according to His promises (Eph 1:13).  We are saved from the second death and set apart for service and good works for the glory of God (Rev 20:6; Eph 2:10).

 

 



 

God saves us "BY THE WASHING OF REGENERATION AND BY THE RENEWING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT" -- God has chosen TWO processes by which He transfers man from a LOST state into a SAVED state. He saves us by the washing of regeneration AND the renewing by the Holy Spirit. We will see what each process involves and how each process is applied to man's salvation.  

 

 

PROCESS #1: THE WASHING OF REGENERATION
 

REGENERATION means REBIRTH.  The "washing of regeneration" refers to a process that cleanses (washes) and brings new life (regeneration).  What process in the New Testament brought about both a cleansing from sin and a rebirth?  

 

Acts 22:16 tells us that baptism washes our sins away.  Hebrews 10:22  and Ephesians 5:25-26 affirm that the washing of regeneration is done in water under the influence of the Word (sword of the Spirit, Eph 6:17).  We will see the theme of Titus 3:4-7 - Water and Spirit - repeated throughout the New Testament in God's plan for man's salvation.  

 

Jesus declares that no man can enter into the Kingdom unless he is "born of water and the Spirit" in John 3:3-5.  Acts 2:38 reaffirms that baptism brings about the forgiveness of sins and gives a new life in the Spirit because it is done through the authority of God.  Romans 5:9-10 tells us that we are reconciled through the death of Christ because of His blood.  How do we contact the cleansing blood shed in the death of Christ?  Romans 5:10 explains that Christ's blood was shed in His death and our salvation comes as a result of His resurrection.  Romans 5:1&2 declares that we gain "access" to the Father through Jesus Christ’s death. In order to be saved then, one must come in contact with the blood, be associated with the death, burial and have faith in the POWER of the resurrection of Jesus Christian in order to gain access to the Father's grace and ALL Spiritual Blessings (Ephesians 1:3).

 

II Thessalonians 1:7-11 warns that we must KNOW God and OBEY the Gospel in order to escape the WRATH of God and to have a glorious reward at His coming.  I Corinthians 15:1-8 defines for the seeker the term "gospel".  What is the gospel and how can we obey it?   The gospel is defined in I Corinthians 15:1-5 as having three key elements: (1) The death of Jesus Christ, (2) the burial of Jesus Christ, (3) The resurrection of Jesus Christ.  This is the "Good News" - the Gospel - that Jesus came, suffered, died, was buried and upon the third day arose by the power of God to be the first fruits of His Kingdom (Colossians 1:15,18; Romans 8:29). 

 

How do I obey the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ?  How do I OBEY this gospel?  We find the answer to all these questions in Romans 6:3-17,
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"Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His (1) death?  Therefore we were (2) buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was (3) raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life." 

Romans 6:3-17 explains how one participates in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ and how one is placed in contact with the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ.  It also explains how we gain access to the Father and begin a NEW LIFE IN CHRIST. Scriptural baptism is the process of washing of regeneration because it creates in the believer a new life in Christ. 

We need to explore the difference between scriptural and non-scriptural baptism.
 

Take a CLOSE look at Matthew 7:21-24. In many ways this is a dreadful scene.  We see the judgment scene before God and Christ.  The Almighty Judge is speaking to a very religious crowd.  This crowd cries out, "Lord, Lord" and claims to have done many mighty works in the Lord's name --  many ministries and notable deeds had been done by this religious crowd.  We know that there will be two kinds of attitudes at the judgment.  One of seeking to hide from God and 

His wrath and one of confidence at His coming (I John 2:28). 

 

"And now, little children, abide in Him; that when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming."

 

The group in Matthew 7 obviously has this confidence.  They are not screaming for the mountains to fall on them in order to hide them from the wrath of God (Revelation 6:16). Rather they confidently beg to differ with Christ and have enough CONFIDENCE to cry out in essence, "Hey, wait a minute, Lord!  Don't you remember the glory we brought to your name?  Why, we've worked our whole lifes in your service!  You must be mistaken about our final, eternal destinations."   

 

ARE YOU EXPECTING TO BE SAVED?
 

These people EXPECT to BE SAVED!  They have spent their lives in service to Christ.  This is JUDGMENT DAY and their judgment is not that they are liars nor hypocrite.  The judgment against these very religious people is, "Depart from me...I NEVER knew you".  How is it Christ HAD NEVER KNOWN these people? How is it people can spend their lives serving Christ and giving Him the glory and yet not even be KNOWN by Him? Why had they NEVER been INTRODUCED to Christ and to the Father resulting in the gift of ALL spiritual blessings (including an inheritance in Heaven)?

 

MAKE SURE YOU ARE KNOWN OF CHRIST
 

How do we gain our introduction to God?  When do we gain our introduction?  By what process?  Colossians 3:1-4 tells us that "IF we have been raised with Christ"... "then we are HIDDEN in Christ", CLOTHED in Christ -- KNOWN by Christ and can REJOICE on that Last Day.  That's a BIG "IF!"  "IF" we have been raised with Christ we may have this CONFIDENCE.  When are we RAISED WITH HIM?  Colossians answers that question!  Colossians 2:12-13

 

WHEN? 
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And you, being dead in your sins and the un-circumcision of your flesh, have been made alive with Him, having forgiven you all your sins"

 

TAKE NOTICE! Once more, BAPTISM is linked to both forgiveness of sins and a new life. These are undeniably linked together with a person’s FAITH. What faith must I have? I must have faith that power of God that works in my baptism. Our faith is in the Lordship of Christ as a result of His death, burial, and resurrection all of which came about by the power of the living God.  
 

WHEN DOES SALVATION TAKE PLACE?
 

"For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise."

 

WARNING SIGNS! WATCH FOR "IF!"
 

The BIG "IF" here is "IF you belong to Christ" - do you?  NOTICE that spiritual blessings in the New Testament are linked with one of the following phrases, "through Christ", "in Christ", "through His blood", "in Him", "through Him" or a VERY COMPARABLE phrase!  An outstanding Bible exercise is to go through the New Testament and place stars next to every spiritual blessing that you find on it's pages and then circle the phrase that is attached to that blessing. Each blessing will have the reference to being IN Christ.  You will find your New Testament literally the story of God's gifts to man -- spiritual gifts.  There is hardly a page that is not dominated by these phrases.  It is the Good News! 
See Ephesians the first chapter for a partial list of Blessings: 

	Ephesians 1
Verse
	Prepositional Phrase
	Blessing

	3
	In Christ
	All Spiritual Blessings – let’s see what these are….

	4
	In Him
	Chosen to become holy and blameless

	5
	Through Jesus Christ
	Adopted as His sons

	6
	In the One He loves
	Grace which He has freely given to us

	7-8
	In Him
	Redemption, Forgiveness of sins, Grace, Wisdom and Understanding

	9
	In Christ
	Made known the Mystery of His Will

	11
	In Him
	Chosen

	12
	In Christ
	Hope

	13
	In Christ
	Gospel of Salvation

	13-14
	In Him
	Sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, Inheritance, God’s own possession

	18-20
	In Christ
	Spirit of Wisdom, Enlightenment, Hope, Calling, Glorious Inheritance, Great Power working in us

	22
	Of Him
	The Church, His Body


 

We may experience treasures beyond imagination "If we are IN CHRIST." All spiritual blessing are found in Christ and none are found outside of Christ. "IF" we are clothed with Christ, we can be confident at the judgment.  "IF" we have been buried with Him in baptism having FAITH that God is WORKING in our baptism (Col 2:12). One of the last statements Jesus made to his disciples before He ascended to the Father is found in Mark 16:15-16,

 

"Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned."

 

Christ was laying down His plan for man's salvation.  Man must believe in God's plan of salvation and man must carry that belief into baptism. In essence Christ was saying, "He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.  He who does not believe --don't bother!  Baptism without faith in the working of God is just a bath! What work does God do in baptism? Among other things, He works to cleanse us, make us holy and blameless, implant the Holy Spirit in us, writes our names in the Lamb’s Book of Life, and He adds us to His Church.
 

KNOWN By GOD
 

To those who are united with Christ by FAITH, REPENTANCE, and BAPTISM, Christ will not say at judgment, "I NEVER KNEW YOU".  Although, He may be able to say, "I knew you ONCE, but you have gone astray" (Hebrews 10:19-31, 35-36).  

 

The Bible clearly teaches, as we will soon explain, that one can fall from grace. I can turn my back on the spiritual blessings and can grieve the Holy Spirit to the point that He will no longer dwell in me. (Romans 8:1-17 NOTICE the BIG "IF", I Cor 9:27; Galatians 5:1-4)  The Bible clearly teaches that baptism the initiation of a believer into a new life as a “babe in Christ”. There is more to the Christian walk than being “born again” but we will discuss that in the section on Process #2.
 

Let’s Take Look at Christ’s Baptism
 

Our greatest example is Christ, Himself. In Luke 3:21-22, Christ went into the waters of Baptism praying (calling upon God) which resulted in the Heavens opening, the Holy Spirit descending, the Father declaring Him as a son, and God being "well pleased". This is exactly how we should approach our baptism. We need to go into the waters of baptism "calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16) believing that God will do His work (forgive sins, place us in the Lamb's book of Life, make us Holy and Blameless, give us an inheritance and the Holy Spirit as a pledge, place us into the church and the Kingdom of Light, adopt us as sons -Ephesians 1). We need to submit to baptism and God's work in baptism. Baptism is NOT a work of man, it is a work of God.

 

With such a baptism, as found in Acts 2:38, Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 16:15-16, John 3:3-5; Acts 8:12-13, 35-39; 16:14-15, 25-33; 18:8; 19:1-5; 22:16; Romans 6:3-17; 8:1-4; Galatians 3:26-27; Eph 4:4-6; Colossians 2:9-14; Ephesians 5:25-30; Hebrews 10:19-23; I Peter 3:18-21; I John 5:5-13; II Cor 5:17-21, we receive the Spiritual Blessings promised to all those who are IN CHRIST.  

 

DO YOU HAVE A BIBLICAL PROMISE?
 

Galatians 3:26 and Romans 6:3 explicitly tell us HOW TO GET INTO CHRIST.  We receive ALL the blessings listed in the first chapter of Ephesians as well as many others.  God grants us forgiveness of sins.  We are given "God's Spirit" and "redemption" -transferred from one owner (Satan) to another - we become "God's own possession".  

 

All of this is done by the working of God in WHICH baptism?  Ephesians 4:4-5 tells us there is ONLY ONE BAPTISM.  The next chapter of Ephesians tells us WHICH BAPTISM it is.  Ephesians 5:23-27 tells us that Christ's body, the church is CLEANSED (made free from sin, a "washing of regeneration") by baptism in water.  If there is ONLY ONE baptism, then baptism in water for the purpose of cleansing us from sin is the ONLY ONE. 
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BEWARE OF SATAN'S SCHEMES
 

Satan's work is NOT threatened by a religious world doing mighty works and rituals in the name of Christ AS LONG AS that religious world never bothers to be transferred from Satan's Kingdom into the Kingdom of Light by being united with Christ in baptism (Col 1:13).  Notice that baptism is NEVER referred to as a SYMBOL but rather it is the process through which God has chosen to bring man into contact with the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ.  Hebrews 9:13-15 expresses the necessity of contacting the blood of Christ under the New Covenant.  I Peter 3:19-21 seals the validity of this First Process by stating, "baptism now saves you."   The "washing of regeneration" without any question refers to the process of BAPTISM which places us INTO Christ (Galatians 3:26-29).

 

Righteousness which we do, does NOT SAVE us.  It is God's righteousness that saves.  Baptism is God's righteousness (Matthew 3:14-15), therefore, it CAN save.  Baptism is the answer of a good conscience toward God in faith and obedience.  Both faith and repentance must not only precede baptism but they must ACCOMPANY baptism. One CANNOT have the proper FAITH IN GOD'S WORK in baptism, if one thinks this work HAS ALREADY BEEN DONE -- i.e. believes SALVATION has taken place PRIOR TO BAPTISM!   Colossians 2:12 makes it very clear that one must have FAITH in the WORKING of God in baptism. Baptism is NOT A WORK THAT MAN DOES!!  It is something that man MUST SUBMIT TO in order TO BE SAVED. Baptism is a submission to the will of God with faith in the working of God.
 

WHAT OTHER SCHEMES HAS SATAN DREAMED UP?
 

The Devil does not care how religious you are or how much you serve Christ, as long as you never get transferred from the Kingdom of Darkness to the Kingdom of Light (as the poor souls in Matthew 7:21). He would like to make you think that there are other ways to enter the Kingdom of Light, but he is a liar. There is NO PROCESS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT - NO PRAYER IN THE NEW TESTAMENT - NO RITUAL IN THE NEW TESTAMENT that places you “into Christ” OTHER THAN BAPTISM. If there is a sinner’s prayer, then it is the prayer that Paul prayed as he went into the waters of baptism (Luke 3; Acts 22:16).  

 

Saul's conversion is a perfect example for how one is not saved as well as how one is saved.  Let’s list all the miraculous events that preceded Saul’s salvation. Through all these events, let us examine the condition of Saul’s soul.

	Event                                            SCRIPTURE              Condition of Soul

	1. Good conscience; felt good about his actions, was zealous for God, held strict religious beliefs, and was comfortable about his relationship to God.

Acts 22:3; Acts 23:1; 26:1-11; 26: 9, 10

Saved or lost?

2. As a Jew and Pharisee, Saul (Paul) experienced many types of baptisms in water. 

All Pharisees went to John for baptism

Mark 1: 5; Matthew 3:7
Saved or lost?

3. On the road to Damascus, Paul was given a visitation by Christ.  Miracle #1

Acts 9:3 22:6-11; 26:13-14

Saved or lost?

4. Paul acknowledged Christ as “Lord” and believed 

Acts  9:5; 22:8; 26:15; 22:10

Saved or lost?

5. Paul was struck blind. Miracle #2

Acts 9:8; 22:11

Saved or lost?

6. Told to go and wait in a city—he OBEYED the voice from Heaven

Acts 9:6-8; 26:19

Saved or lost?

7. Paul wanted to do what was “right”

Acts 23:1

Saved or lost?

8. Fasted and prayed for 3 days (a true sinner’s prayer)

Acts 9:9

Saved or lost?

9. Had hands laid on him and received a miraculous healing. Miracle #3

Acts 9: 17-18; 22:13

Saved or lost?

10. Was given a commission by God to preach to the gentiles

Acts 9:15; 22:14-15

Saved or lost?

11. Was told to “arise and be baptized, calling on the name of the Lord” to wash away his SINS.

Acts 22:16

Saved or lost?

12. Obeyed immediately

Acts 9:18

Saved or lost?

13. Immediately after baptism—he proclaimed Jesus Christ as the son of God

Acts 9:20; 26:20-21

Saved or lost?




First, Christ, Himself, appeared to Saul on the road to Damascus. (1)Saul had a miraculous visit from Deity. (2)He recognized Christ as "Lord". (3)Saul obeyed the voice from heaven. He was directed into the city to WAIT. He was told he had something else "TO DO". (4)He prayed and fasted for 3 days. (5)He was miraculously healed of his blindness. (6) He was given a commission to preach to the Gentiles. YET HE WAS STILL LOST! He was still IN SIN (the opposite of being IN CHRIST.) He was told in Acts 22:16 to NOT WAIT (he was repentant, he was willing, he was believing, yet he NEEDED SOMETHING!), "Arise, and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord."
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It is the humbling of ourselves in faith to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, burying our old self in the waters of baptism asking God to do His work, and arising up out of those waters a NEW CREATION, being filled with a NEW SPIRIT, and CLOTHED in the blood of Jesus Christ. This submission in faith puts us into the BODY, the saved of God. It is the submission of ourselves at the hand of someone else as they baptize us (God works, not the one being baptized). Those who submit to this process must go into the waters of baptism believing that Christ is Lord and God will honor His promises because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

 

What WORK does God do in Baptism? 
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Ephesians 1:3 tells us that ALL spiritual blessings are in Christ Jesus. One must be IN Christ to receive ANY and ALL these spiritual blessing. Ephesians the first chapter clarifies many of our Spiritual blessings in Christ. Even may believers are unable to explain what is meant by the term "spiritual blessing".   It is even rarer to find a believer who is able to list more than just a few of these blessings brought about IN Christ. Ephesians the first chapter helps us to identify some of these spiritual blessings. Those mentioned are "being made holy and blameless", "adoption as sons" of God, "given wisdom and insight", "redemption" and "remission of sins", being given an "inheritance” becoming "God's own possession", filled with the "Spirit", able to know the "fullness of His power", and last but not least the chapter lists the "Body", the church as a spiritual blessing. God does might work in baptism. 

 

It is made clear that we must be IN Christ to access ANY and ALL of these blessings. One blessing is not given without all other blessings attending that gift. We are either IN Christ or we are NOT. We are either OF Christ or we are NOT (Matthew 12:30).  There is only ONE WAY to the Father - through Christ (John 14:6). No one will sneak past this DOOR (John 10:1-9). Only those who have enter through the way supplied by God will be given admittance to the heavenly Kingdom. It is through this door that we gain access to God and an introduction as His children. This is how we become known by God. 
 

HOW DO WE GET INTO CHRIST?
 

Galatians 3:26-29 tells us that we become "sons of God" (a spiritual blessing) through faith and being buried with Christ in baptism.  We gain access to the Father being made "one" (a spiritual blessing) and "heirs according to the promise" (a spiritual blessing). Notice that spiritual blessings are ALWAYS tied to being IN Christ and being IN Christ is ALWAYS tied to BAPTISM.  

 

Some would have us believe that we can be SAVED from SIN today and in a few weeks we can gain the blessing of "JOINING" the church.  The Lord ADDS to the church THAT DAY those who are SAVED THAT DAY (Acts 2:47) because it is the LORD who works in baptism to supply ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS through Christ on THAT DAY you submit yourself to Christ in baptism.

 

It is now easier to contemplate the original question, "What WORK does God do in baptism?" God, through Christ, writes our names in the Lamb's book of Life, adopts us as sons, makes us holy and blameless - this is indeed is a great amount of work that the Lord accomplishes. God transfers us out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of His beloved Son (Col 1:13-14) at the exact same time He forgives our sins and redeems us as His children.  God adds us to the Body of Christ, the church (Acts 2:47).  He indwells us with His Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38, 5:32). He wipes out and forgets our past sins. He places our citizenship in heaven. He gives us a new life, new hope, new name, new family, new ministry, and new desires (Rom 5:2,5; 15:13; Eph 1:18; Isa 62:2; Rev 2:17; 3:12; 2 Cor 5:18; Gal 5:16).   

 

Yes, God really WORKS in baptism while we must SUBMIT to the burial of our old selves, the crucifying of our old desires, and the death of our old nature. God raises us up out of that WATER burial as a NEW CREATURE implanting His new Spirit within us to empower us to walk the new life and giving us access to EVERY spiritual blessing IN Christ. (Rom 8:4, 26; I Cor 2:12; 2 Cor 1:22; 5:5; 2 Tim 1:7; I Jo 4:13) 

 

Notice again that baptism is NOT the work of man but the work of God. As we go into the waters of baptism, we must not believe it is a work that we are doing - but rather we must have faith in the work that God is doing for us.  Acts 22:16 tells us WHEN we are to call upon the name of the Lord. We are baptized in order to have our sins washed away and it is in baptism that we call upon God to do this for us. I Peter 3:21 says baptism saves us because we make an appeal to God in baptism to grant us all Spiritual Blessing.
 

[image: image6.wmf]The Old Testament describes a foreshadowing of the Christian Age with the story of how Israel was “baptized into Moses”, ate the same spiritual food, and were led by God both day and night”, yet sadly, the New Testament(1 Cor 10:1-2)explains how the majority of the Israelites perished in the wilderness because of their unbelief. Baptism alone will not secure the promises of God if the life we lead after baptism exhibits unbelief. 

Baptism, the "washing of regeneration," is a ONE-TIME process. It is done only once for the forgiveness of sins. It must be done believing in the Christ and the power of the Father who raised Jesus from the dead. The "washing of regeneration" results in the NEW BIRTH and places us INTO Christ for the purpose of obtaining EVERY spiritual blessing and an introduction to the Father (Galatians 3:26-29, Romans 6:3-11, 17) making us joint heirs with Christ. We become new born babes who must then grow up in respect to our salvation (I Peter 2:2, Eph 4:15, Col 1:10)
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Unlike baptism in water, the RENEWING by the Holy Spirit is an ONGOING, LIFE-LONG process (1 Thess 4:3-8; 2 Thess 2:13; Eph 4:20-6:19). It begins when one first hears God's Word and this hearing produces faith (Romans 10:17). Faith in the Word changes the heart, directing the life to follow the will of the Lord (Gal 5:6; Mat 7:24; Romans 16:25-26; I Pet 1:22-23; I John 2:29). This new faith directs the heart to repent - turn from sin and follow Christ (Acts 26:20), renewing the direction of one's life.  The new direction leads one to the waters of baptism for the washing away of past sins (Acts 22:16; John 3:5). But the renewing of the Spirit does not end in the waters of baptism. It has only JUST BEGUN!
 

The Holy Spirit begins His inhabitation in us AFTER we have heard the gospel, believed in Christ as Lord, repented of sin and have been buried with Christ in baptism for the forgiveness of sins (Gal 3:2-5, 14, 26-29: Acts 2:38). Through obedient yielding we become children of God and heirs of His promises.  

 

[image: image8.wmf]In yielding, we raise Christ to the thrown of our hearts while crucifying ourselves daily on the cross of submission and service. We are gifted with His Spirit to distinguish us from the world, to empower our lives, and as a pledge to the culmination of the redemption of our bodies into the presence of God on the Last Day (Rom 13:11; Eph 1:13; 4:30). We cannot simply be united with Christ in baptism and then sit on the back pew for the rest of our earthly lives. The Holy Spirit wants to circumcise our hearts (remove the fleshly desires) making our hearts extremely sensitive to the Will of God. 

 

Baptism places us INTO Christ, but the Holy Spirit has another very special job to perform in us (Phil 2:13, Heb 13:21). The second process that works in us is the RENEWING of the Holy Spirit (I Co 1:30; 2 Thess 2:13; I Thess 5:23)- "without which no one will see the Lord"!  The Holy Spirit works within us daily in order to reshape us into the IMAGE of CHRIST (Col 3:10; Rom 8:29).

 

"and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One, who created Him".

 

The RENEWING of the Holy Spirit can be summed up in ONE WORD -- SANCTIFICATION.  Sanctification is an ONGOING process, which is done by the Spirit in our lives IF we allow this process to take place. If asked to define the word sanctification, one normally hears the phrase "setting apart". But what does that mean really? Does that mean, I must set on the sidelines of life and let the world pass me by? Does it mean secluding oneself in a monastery somewhere in the Alps? 

 

Allow this illustration from the Old Testament. Articles (THINGS) used in the service of the tabernacle were sanctified through a long process of cleanings (washings) and prayers.  Vessels for use in the tabernacle were sanctified, set apart for exclusive use in the service of God by a process which took several days of offerings to the Lord. The alter was made holy by a process of seven days of offerings. It was then considered consecrated, committed to the Lord's service. It could not be used for a Friday night Bar-B-Q.

 

In the Christian life, sanctification is a LIFELONG process of offering ourselves, emptying ourselves of worldly things and being filled with the Image of Christ.  Simply, it means a process by which the "saints are perfected".  This process of perfecting those who are already IN Christ is done by the Holy Spirit through God's written word. (John 17:17; 2 Thess 2:13; I Pet 1:2; I Thess 4:7-8). The process of making the saints look more like their maker CANNOT be left out of God's plan of SALVATION! We are commanded to GROW towards perfection (Heb 6:1; 2 Cor 13:11; Col 1:28; 4:12; Heb 13:21; James 1:4), being led by the Holy Spirit (II Pet 3:18; Rom 8:14; Eph 4:15; 3:16-21).  
 



 

SANCTIFICATION is a THREE part process. We are commanded to (1)PUT OFF those things of the world that hinder us from growing, and we are to (2)PUT ON those things which the Spirit can make manifest in our lives: love, peace, joy, patience, kindness among a few (Rom 13:12; Eph 4:22; Col 3:8-9; Gal 5:16-26; Rom 5:5; Phil 2:1-2; I Pet 1:12-16; 4:12-14). We are to (3)GROW in all aspects of Him.

 

The power to put off those things which addict us, control us, and/or tempt us rests in the power of the God of the Universe. God has never asked us to do anything unless He has given us the power to do it (1 Tim 1:12, 2 Tim 4:17, 1 Pet 4:11). We are earthen vessels which must be set aside for God's glory. We grow spiritually as we set aside worldly lusts (II Tim 2:21) and keep our hearts sensitive to the leading of God’s Spirit. 

 

The power to put on the fruits of the Spirit lies completely in our willingness to yield to the Spirit. The Spirit WILL ABSOLUTELY produce fruit - He needs only a willing heart. Spiritual growth is the supernatural process brought about in flesh as it yields to Deity.

 

Spiritual growth is a "heart-wrenching process." We must yield to the circumcision of the heart - the cutting away of our fleshly desires - the cutting away of OUR fleshly will. It is an operation whose sole purpose is to create in us a sensitive heart towards God's will (I Peter 1:2-8). A heart that is NOT confident in the flesh (Phil 3:3, Roman 2:28-29) but rather a heart that PUTS OFF the sin of RELIANCE on the NATURAL MAN (Col 2:11). A heart that can be stirred, pricked, pierced by the Word is a heart that can be shaped into the Image of Christ.

 

The putting off of evil has long been high priority for the church and it should be.  However, the putting on of the Image of Christ as a slow, supernatural process has been sadly neglected and yet, we are not saved by one process, but by two - Baptism AND Sanctification (Romans 12:2, Hebrews 12:14; I Peter 1:13-15; Philippians 2:1-5; 3:l2-17; Ephesians 3:16-21; 4:22-32).  We will NOT see God, IF we do not press on toward perfection! (Philippians 3:12-15).

 

Many may be baptized, but fewer submit to the ONGOING process of being renewed daily by the Spirit through the sanctification process.  Less are sensitive daily to the leading of God's Spirit.  Fewer still submit to the remolding of their desires, priorities, and pursuits.  Without submitting to this process, we cannot be saved (Hebrews 12:14, 28-29)!

 

We will either be led by the Spirit through God's word, or we will shun Him, reject Him, rebel against His leading, resist the changes He desires to make in us or outright oppose and fight against Him (Heb 6:4-6, Acts 7:51, Mark 3:29, Eph 4:22-24,30, Rom 8:6-7; James 4:4-5; I John 3:8).  We can become so hostile to His leading that He can no longer renew us or dwell in us (I Thess 4:2,8; Heb 10:26-31).  The Holy Spirit will not live in a rebellious heart.  Though His presence in us is a gift, He can be rejected.

 

It does not take murder to cause the Spirit to flee -- just simply the refusal to be daily renewed by Him. The unyielding heart causes the Spirit to grieve. We have so often used these illustrations of the unyielding heart to refer to those who are alien to Christ, those refusing His process of baptism. Can we not see that it is just as serious for a baptized believer to refuse the renewing process while either sitting on the back pew or preaching from the pulpit? It makes no difference at all. Are you closer to His image today than you were yesterday, last week, last year? Have you yielded to the continual prodding of God's Spirit to shape you into the Image of Christ? Have we made Christ’s priorities our priorities? 
 

NOT OF WORKS, BUT OF WILLS!
 

Many confuse the issue of spiritual growth with how much WORK a man appears to do for the Lord.  Yielding to the Spirit is not a question of WORKS, it is a question of WILLS. WHO'S will is IN CONTROL?  A true slave cannot say to his master, "Not today, Master, I'm busy!"  A true slave has little will of his own.  If we are truly believers in the Lordship of Jesus Christ, we are truly believers in putting HIS BUSINESS FIRST in our lives.

 

Generations of Jews put works first and left God's will completely out of the picture.  God's commandments became the Jewish identity, a national treasure. Jewish worship during the time of Christ had become a statement of national pride instead of a submission to God's will. Many times we are caught in this very same trap.  We worship on Sundays because WE WANT to be known as Christians - not because we are serving the risen Lord.  Many times we visit the sick because we don't want to be criticized, not because His will is our will.  

 

LOVE must be the constraining factor in work and service to our Lord. How much we serve is never the question. WHY we serve IS ALWAYS the question!  WE DO NOT WORK IN ORDER TO BE SAVED, WE WORK BECAUSE WE ARE SAVED! We serve God through Christ because no one can stop us from expressing our love and appreciation. It is the same reason we provide for our families, care for our children, rock our babies to sleep -- BECAUSE WE LOVE THEM! Pleasure, recreation, or family outings are never a good reason to forsake our service to the master or to not give Him our “first fruits.” We must hate (love less) these things or we cannot serve Him. 

 

There SHOULD NEVER BE A QUESTION OF WORKS in the New Testament church.  Christ created us NEW for the purpose of GOOD WORKS (Eph 2:10). He bought us to produce fruit for His Kingdom. IF we are His - then we will only serve Him. If the Holy Spirit indwells us, then we will grow to become more like Christ - a servant among men, "going about doing good", "seeking the lost" and submitting even to the point of death. 

 

Allow this simple illustration:  just as a balloon must yield to the pressure of the helium being applied on it's inside surface, so the Christian must yield to the prompting of the Spirit.  If a balloon refuses to yield, it bursts and can no longer be used as a container for the gas.  So too, a Christian can refuse to yield, be ridged and hard, and eventually no longer be able to be renewed by God's Spirit - no longer a vessel fit for use by our Lord. The Christian life is marked by SUBMISSION –submission to the Lord in baptism and submission to the work of the Holy Spirit in a walk of faith until the end. Read I Thess. 4:4, 2 Thess. 2:13, 2 Tim 2:21 and I Peter 1:2: 

 

"That everyone of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honor."

 

"But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:"
 

"Therefore, if a man cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work."
 

"Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied."
 

We cannot grow without study of God's Holy Scriptures, but this by far is not the last word on how to grow spiritually.  Please do not neglect the reading of the next few lessons for the vital distinction between INFORMATION and TRANSFORMATION (Romans 12:1-2).
 

