
Syllabus for Women in Ministry

Preparation

Attitude: Live in the spirit of Maranatha! (I Corinthians 16:22)

As a Team Member: Christ called His disciples to fish with nets, not poles. Mat 13:47; Mk 1:16-17; Luke 5:6  

Network fishing takes a team effort

1. Know Your Team – Jesus knew his disciples. Celebrate the differences

· Color Test (handout) – 4 personality types make for better team collaborations

i. Peter: Mat 14:28f; Jn 21:15f; Mk 14:70

ii. Barnabas: Acts 4:36; 11:22-24; Acts 15:37-39

iii. John Mark: 

iv. Paul: Acts 7;58 to 8:1-3; 9:1, 22

v. Christ:

vi. Others:

· Know how to encourage each member, what hurts their feelings, what rewards them, what concerns them

· I Thes 5:14; Heb 10:24-25; Acts 15:36-38

2. Be Honest and Open with each other: Know talents, weaknesses, temptations, strengths, and insecurities. Make time to share deeply with one another

3. Know that Christ is a member of the Team and that He will be victorious if we let Him use us.

· Know who is in control – Mat 10:26; James 4:6-11

· Humble yourself

· Slay yourself – crucify self: Col 1:9-17

· PUT ON & PUT OFF – Sanctification Process (handout)

4. Know your Goals: Mat 10:5f

5. Know your Role: Mat 10:24

· Pull your weight

· Serve others as if they are better than yourself: Phil 2;1-16

6. Know what is Important: 

· Mat 10:23-33

· 2 Peter 3:18

· Limited & Unlimited Commissions

7. Know what to expect

· Know the enemy (handout)

· Persecution – Mat 10:35-42

· Understand the battle – 2 Tim 3:12

· Expect God’s Angels 

· Gen 24:7, 40-42; Ex 23:20-25; Ps 34:7; Ps 91:11; Isa 63:9; Mat 18:10; Acts 12:11; I Cor 11:10; I Tim 5:21 (still present), Hebrews 1;14; (still ministering to us)

8. Know the Scriptures: 

· I Thes 5:14-23

· Gal 2:20

· Col 1:27b-29

· What to memorize

· Tools to have available

· Salvation Scriptures (handout)

· Circular Scriptures

· Variegated Verses

· Graphics – (several Handouts)

9. Pray without ceasing

· I Thes 5:17

· Col 4:2-7

· Col 1:9

· James 4:7

· James 4:8

· Courage

· Creativity

10. Be ready and willing to TELL YOUR STORY along with the Greatest Story

· John 4:14

· Acts 23:1 to 24:23

· 2 Tim 4:1-5

11. Trust in God’s Power & Expect God to use your Weaknesses

· Moses could not speak

· Abraham & Sarah could not bear children

· Samson could not see

· What is your weakness?

· The Power of God

i. 2 Tim 3:1-7

ii. Mark 9:1

iii. I Cor 4:20

iv. Luke 1:37

v. Acts 1;16

vi. 3 Greek Words (handout):  Romans 15:19, Romans 1:16

1. semion

2. teras

3. dunamis

12. Rejoice Always, Praise

· Continuous glory to God

· Peculiar speech

· Give no credit to Satan

· No such thing as luck, fortune, chance

· Words used by the unbelieving: 2 Sam 6:7-9f; 2 Sam 1;1-15 (a lie)

· Ecc 9:11 (evil)

· Luke 10:31 (an occurrence)

· To Happen – to bring to pass…used with inanimate objects

· James 5:20

13. The Practice of Debriefing: Math 17:19f

· Habitual or nightly sessions

· Focus and wisdom

· James 5:16

14. The Merit of Being FLEXIBLE

· God changes plans

· Hearts hear what they will hear

HOW TO BEHAVE TOWARDS OUTSIDERS

(1) Prioritize the message

a. Help them fall in love with Jesus, the Spirit will convict them of the rest

b. Listen

c. 3-Second pause

(2) Find something noteworthy to use as a “door opener” – Mars Hill

(3) Do NOT put a Band-Aid on Cancer!

(4) I Peter 4:11

(5) Col 8:8-10

(6) Do NOT argue – I Tim 2:21-26

(7) Do NOT make external comparisons.

(8) Learn to recognize the difference between seekers and swine

a. 2 Tim 3:1-7

b. Sew the seed whether rocky ground or good soil – the planter will be rewarded

PREPARATION FOR EVANGELISTIC CAMPAIGNS

(1) Paul’s Preparation – 3 years in the wilderness with Jesus

(2) Timothy’s Preparation – learning scriptures for youth

(3) Your Preparation – Daily Discipleship and Christian Disciplines

a. Learn multiple scenarios

i. Sensitive to each situation vs Gospel in a Can

ii. Circular Scriptures (handout)

iii. Graphics and Personal Tools

b. Learn multiple methods

i. Christ used Socratic Method – Use of Questions (7 questions Handout)

1. Christ did NOT answer all questions, but pointed to Truth

2. Examples of Questions asked of Christ

3. Examples of Questions Christ Asked

ii. Math 7:21f Study this scene. What questions can be generated?

iii. Listen first – understand the REAL issue

1. Rich Young Ruler – wanted to be justified

2. Acts 2:38 – wanted to be saved

3. John 3 – Nicodemus – wanted to learn in secret

4. John 4 – Didn’t really know what she wanted

a. Started with a racial bias question, “being a Jew, ask me …”

b. Then a challenge, “Having nothing to draw with, where do you get living water?” 

c. then a religious feud, “where should we worship?”

d. then she found the Messiah!

iv. Read Eyeballs – we cannot see into the heart as Jesus did, but we can read eyeballs

c. KNOW 6 things people do when confronted with new and/or conflicting Truth

i. Deny it

ii. Try to Justify or Rationalize your wrong choice

iii. Get peers to agree to their side

iv. Condemn the source

v. Run Away (Ignore it)

vi. Accept it

d. Understand the Biblical Approaches (HOMEWORK) 

Answer who, what, when, where, and why the Gospel was presented in the manner exemplified

i. Mars Hill – what was Mars Hill? What would have been seen there? What door did Paul use to open for the Gospel?

ii. Ethiopian Eunuch – Acts 8

iii. Cornelius – Acts 10

iv. Lydia – Acts 16

v. Appollos – Acts 18:24-26

vi. Philippian Jailor

vii. Jews at Pentecost

viii. Stephen as he was being stoned

ix. Paul before Agrippa

x. John’s Disciples in Acts 19

xi. Others

WHEN SHOULD WE START THE PREPARATION

(1) Affective Domain (handout)

(2) Personal Experience

(3) Practice Your Testimony

ROLE OF PRAYER DURING PREPARATTION AND OTHER ASPECTS OF PREPARATION

Learning to Practice the Christian Disciplines

· The Power of Prayer

· Scripture & Prayer

· Meditation/Fasting & Prayer

· Praise & Prayer

· Testimony with Prayer (3 Seconds – the Power of Thinking Twice)

WHAT IS IMPORTANT IN THE LIFE OF A MINISTER-FEMALE?

Your example – Walk the Talk

Women in General:

· Want relationship over ritual

· Want family, security, faithfulness, and loyalty

· Have a tendency to “pair” off 

· Build relationships while working together, serving together, sharing with each other

· Often respond through feelings. 

· Worry about family and relationships 

· The quality of a woman’s marriage (relationships) will often predict how well she will handle stress. 

· Some women thrive on chaos…

· Contentment is becoming less and less of a characteristic of women in the modern world. They are always seeking something new, different, or better (chasing the dog’s tail). 

What Christian women have to offer women of the world: 

· Controlling jealousy, temper

· Controlling happiness, contentment, worries, fears, boredom, mood-swings, attitude

WHAT SHOULD NOT BE MISSED?

(1) Enhancing your Relationship with God –Exodus 34:29

(2) Being Prepared for the Unexpected—ship wreck, imprisonment, or an opportunity to speak before Agrippa

(3) Being Flexible – no matter your plan…God may have a different one

(4) Being Sensitive to the Spirit’s leading through the Word…listen to God

(5) Being Proactive…be ready in season and out of season to persuade
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