Spiritual Blessings

Review:

What did you learn from the Spiritual Blessing Lesson that you will be able to share with someone else?

What thoughts would you like to discuss further?

I would like to share with you I Kings 7:15-21 (III Kings 7:15-21 Russian Bible) and Solomon’s Temple as a pattern for things in God’s New Testament Kingdom.

“Network Fishing” or fishing with nets implies that each of us does our own part, but also need others to help with their part.  In America, we quote the old African saying…”It takes a whole village to raise a child.”  We mean, we need a network of folks who will help us maintain a good environment to raise or influence our unbelieving & believing friends & family.

We will talk a lot more about Old Testament Patterns in one of our next lessons….and how these patterns help us to see whether we are walking according to God’s pattern.
Introduction:

If we are to share our faith, then we need to recognize what it is that we have to share.   We need to be able to vocalize, verbalize our blessings to others.  We need to be able to be excellent “advertisements” for the Lord.  In the first century, the early Christians went “house-to-house” proclaiming the good news.  Today, if we are not involved in verbalizing the good news, we end up spending our days verbalizing gossip & trivialities.  New Testament Christians who had lost there focus, lost their “first love” were often rebuked for spending their days in futility.

2 Corinthians 12: 20   “For I am afraid that perhaps when I come I may find you to be not what I wish and may be found by you to be not what you wish; that perhaps there may be strife, jealousy, angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, arrogance, disturbances;”

How do we avoid strife, jealousy, angry tempers, disputes, slander, gossip, arrogance, disturbances?  We dedicate ourselves to sharing our faith, being constant representatives of God Word –

2 Corinthians 3:3 “being manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone, but on tablets of human hearts.”

If we are letters, by the lives that we live to the people in darkness, then we have a very awesome responsibility.  What are people reading in YOUR letter?

As Christians we need to train up “letters” that can be read by the world for the glory of Christ.  We need to be able to verbalize the things which are valuable to us. This takes practice, patience, and deliberate concentration.

Colossians 3:12-18 “And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;

13  bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.

14  And beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.

15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.

16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

17  And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.”

Colossians 4:2-6 “2  Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving;

      3  praying at the same time for us as well, that God may open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned;

4  in order that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak.

5 Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity.

6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned, as it were, with salt, so that you may know how you should respond to each person.
“That you may know how to respond to each person” is the command.

I Peter 4:11  “Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God; whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”

How is this to be done?  Making the most of every opportunity?

Personal Story

Since my first child was about 1 year old, I would spend part of each and every day in ladies’ homes teaching Bible studies.  I took my daughter with me to play with the children in the home, or sometimes she sat at the table with us and drew pictures while we studied God’s Word.  It was important for me to give this example to my child.  It was important to me that she see that Bible study, sharing faith, and teaching others was a priority to those who live the Christian life.

Several times I was condemned by women in the church where I belonged.  They quoted the Scripture, “when are to be silent ….workers in the home”.  But let’s look at Titus 2:3-5

“Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips, nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good,

4  that they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their children,

5 to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be dishonored.”

This is not an exclusive command, but rather an inclusive command.  This command must be taken into context of all the other commands in the New Testament.  Woman have a priority to the home.  Woman also have a priority of “teaching what is good”.

Personal Example:

Shirley H. & myself. Please allow me to give a personal example of a house wife that had everything anyone could possibly want.  Her husband spent his life’s savings trying to keep her content.  She had a beautiful home, which her husband kept adding on to all the time. She had a new car.  She had new furniture.  When she wanted a new fireplace built into her living room, her husband had it built.  She had two children, a girl quite a bit older than my daughter and a smaller boy.  Her house was immaculately clean.  She had a helper come in each week to clean & do her laundry.  She always complained.  Her life was a life of complaining.  Constantly….everything was wrong.  She was never content.  She was never happy…..and I think, she wanted everyone else to be unhappy.

At that time my house was very small.  My car was old and my husband was struggling to make a job for himself.  When Shirley found out that I was spending time daily in the homes of other women teaching the Bible, she began to condemn me for not staying at home with my child and minding my own business.  She was very loud and angry at times.  One day, I said to her, “I don’t do this to please anyone, I do this because I love God.”  She looked at me in shock.”  I will never forget the look on her face….it was as if she had never thought of being compelled to do something because it would please God.  In my humble opinion, she only knew how to work hard at trying to please herself…..and in doing so, she was the most miserable woman I knew.

To make a long story short, Shirley’s daughter ended up running away from home in the 11th grade and living with a boy out of a car for about 2 months.  Then the girl ran away to Dallas to work in a “men’s club” stripping.  Shirley checked herself in for psychiatric counseling.  The boy also left home….and the husband was all alone in his very big beautiful house.

On the other hand, my daughter graduates from high school this year with a scholarship to a Christian University.  She has been on two mission trips every year since she was eleven.  I accompany her one half her mission trips.  She is a leader in her youth group at church and an asset to the entire congregation.  This is not to brag.  This story is to tell you several points.

(1) Our examples to our children are “letters” which will affect them for eternity.  Sharing the gospel is something that our children MUST see us do.  Talking about sharing our faith and actually having them see us share our faith are two different things.  We must live lives that our children can model.

(2) Even folks in the church will be a part of our struggle to do the will of God, but we are not here to please those who are wrong.  We are in the Kingdom to be the salt of the earth & the light to the world.

What is it that we have to share?

Deuteronomy 6:20-25  “Tell your children what God has done for you”

I Peter 3:15 “Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts”  HOW?  “always being ready to make a defense to EVERYONE who asks you to give an account for the hope that is IN YOU, yet with GENTLENESS & REVERENCE (prayerful).

I John 1-5:  “We bear witness….to what WE have heard & send”

II Peter 3:18 “Grow in GRACE & knowledge”

III John 3-14 “bearing witness to the church” Helps the church to see God at work in the lives of the members.  This develops a stronger faith in those who have not begun to practice these things.

Study: I Thessalonians 3:10; Acts 18:24-25; 17:24-34

In Romans 10:8-17 Paul writes to a church under the dictatorship of Nero.  Nero began to persecute Christians with a vengeance.  He dragged them out of their homes, threw their children in pits where dogs tore them apart in front of their parents.  He sent them to the coliseum to be eaten by lions.  He crucified them on pointed stakes.  All this he did, if a Christian would not renounce his faith.  At this moment in time, it was very tempting for Christians to be “silent” or “closet” Christians.  To keep their faith hidden meant that they would live to see another day.  

When everyone was commanded to present homage to the Emperors statue by bowing and paying tribute, Christians decided it was not a sin if they would stop and tie their shoe lace at the statue of the Emperor.  This would be the appearance of homage, but in their heart it was not betraying Christ.  

Paul writes this letter to the Christians at Rome during this time.  And hear is what he says to them, “that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved; for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.”  

If one truly believes in God, this will result in him acting righteously….in other words…he will use his mouth in a continual confession of Christ.  Notice that this verse IS NOT speaking about the first initial confession that a new believer makes when they first come to Christ.  Paul is writing this letter to the Church in Rome.  He is writing this letter to believers who are being tempted to be silent.  He is telling them NOT to be silent.  He is sentencing them to death, in many cases.  But he is telling them this because in Romans 1:16, he is NOT ASHAMED of the GOSPEL of Jesus Christ for it is the power of God unto salvation.  If this power is silenced then the gospel will not affect the hearts of men.

How will we be able to stand before the throne of glory with these same Christians who died to reveal the gospel to men, when it meant their very lives?  How will stand before God if we who are not condemned to death for speaking truth, have been silent with the gospel of Christ?  How will we stand?

Hebrews 12: 14 tells us, “Pursue peace & Sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.”  

What is Sanctification?  We will study that in another lesson…

But Peter tells us in I Peter 3: 15 “Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts….always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness & reverence.”

********   What did Christ say to almost all he touched or healed?  “Go & Tell”  Woman at the Well -( John 4:28, 39-42

What is the Hope, the Good News that we have in our hearts that we are to share with others?  

Why be a Christian?  

Yes, Christians have many physical blessings, but these are varied among the nations.  Some nations have more physical blessings than others.  But those who are in Christ Jesus have the same Spiritual Blessings.  What are the Spiritual Blessings that we have in Christ?  What is it that we can proclaim among the nations?  

SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS

List all the spiritual blessings you can think of…

EPHESIANS 1

The Holy Spirit gives Christ the credit for all Spiritual Blessings by attaching a phrase to each blessing (“in Him”, “through Him”, “in Christ”, “through the Beloved”, “by Him”, “with Him”, “of Him”, etc.).  Read Ephesians chapter 1 and find as many  of these blessings as you can.  Remember, you will find the blessings  attached to these closely to these phrases.  List the blessings below.

Can you have one of these blessings without having the rest of these blessings?

Ephesians 1:3

When you study with certain denominational people, you will find that they do not understand this concept.  Ask them the following questions.

When were you saved?  Day?  Hour?

When did you become a member of your church?  Day?  Hour?

When were you baptized?  Day? Hour?

If the days & hours do not match, then these folks do not understand what it means to be “IN Christ”.  In Christ we have ALL Spiritual blessings.  We receive all the blessings at the same time, the time we are placed into Christ.  When are we placed into Christ?  

There are only two Scriptures that tell us how to “get into Christ”.  These are: Galatians 3:26-27  & Romans 6:3-11

What is the result of true conversion?

Deut 28:47; Ps 51:10-13; 13:5-6; 9:14; 35:9

Reflect on:  What has Christ done for me?  What is Christ doing for me?  What will Christ do for me?
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