Text: Read Revelation 9:20-21

Fall of Rome ~ A.D. 476 (Edward Gibbon)

The fall of Rome is attributed to such factors as:

1. Military problems (wars from outside - barbarians) and lack of funds to pay the soldiers resulting in solders extorting money from civilians (Luke 3:14)
2. Roman internal chaos & revolt  (civil wars, Jewish revolts 66-70 thru 200 AD, slaves, Gauls, British, the poor, etc)
3. Economic trouble (inflation, poor leadership, trade deficit, decaying infrastructure, looting by barbarians of the Roman treasury, and environmental change). Rise in taxes and at the same time lack of jobs resulted in loss of property resulting in civil wars
4. Lead in the drinking water caused early death and mental problems
5. Christianity (Constantine 350 A.D.)
6. Decadence & decay (the dole of bread and circuses to feed and entertain the poor people so they would not revolt) Constant shift of power 
 (Roman Empire 1st Century A.D. http://ancienthistory.about.com/od/romeancientrome/ig/Maps-of-Rome-and-the-Empire/index.01.htm )



Parthians (200 BC to 200 AD) had an Iranian Empire which extended from  Eastern Europe to India ) warred with Rome and then the Sussanids took over the empire and expanded it. Rome, with its capital at Constantinople, had replaced Greece as Iran's principal Western enemy, and hostilities between the two empires were frequent. Shahpur I (241-72), son and successor of Ardeshir, waged successful campaigns against the Romans and in 260 even took the emperor Valerian prisoner.

Richard Hooker marks the Fall during the reign of Diocletian (284-305) when the Empire was split into two halves. Each half had a senior augustus and a junior caesar. Together these four rulers were known as the "tetrarchy." While the tetrarchy didn't last long, the division of the Empire became the norm.

In a 100 year period of chaos and disorder, over 25 leaders took control of Rome. These emperors served brief terms, and then were either assassinated or died from disease. Then another ruler and his group of noble followers would take control and would often lose power quickly. At one point during these shifts in power, the position of emperor was put up for auction—the winner was Marus Julianus. However, his term was brief, and was assassinated after two months. Furthermore, unlike Roman golden ages, the administrations had little power, and most of the power was held by the emperor. 

The collapse and eventual fall of the Roman Empire was due to the overwhelming political issues. After the Pax Romana, no Roman ruler could maintain the throne long enough to keep Rome at its greatest heights. Government officials lost contact with not only the citizens, but themselves as well. High taxes arose from Civil Wars and misplacement of funds to the point that most citizens were unable to pay them. As a result, the government lost control of the army, as training funds and soldier salaries declined. The combination of these political issues left Rome weakened and unprotected. Hence, Germanic attacks and Barbarian intrusions from 407 BC left Rome in pieces, and the Roman Empire was no more.
Roman historian Edward Gibbon. Edward Gibbon dated the Fall to September 4, A.D. 476 when a so-called barbarian named Odoacer (a Germanic leader in the Roman army), deposed the last western Roman emperor, Romulus Augustulus, who was probably partly of Germanic ancestry. Odoacer considered Romulus so paltry a threat he didn't even bother to assassinate him, but sent him into retirement.* 

At the time of the coup and for the two preceding centuries, there had been two emperors of Rome. One lived in the east, usually in Constantinople. The other lived in the west. The emperor whom Odoacer deposed had lived in Ravenna, Italy. Afterwards, there was still one Roman emperor, Zeno, who lived in Constantinople. Odoacer became the first barbarian king of the western empire. 

HISTORICAL NOTES: 

· Roman (Pompey) armies were almost defeated by eating rhododendron honey. 

· The scorpion bomb is literally bombs hurled with scorpions at the enemy. Mice, hornets, and gadflies were also used.

Resources: 
· http://ancienthistory.about.com/od/fallofrome/a/EndofRome.htm 

· http://books.google.com/books?id=plhoAAAAMAAJ&dq=Rome+and+revolts&printsec=frontcover&source=in&hl=en&ei=UsK7Sb3LJKSwmQeQ-risDg&sa=X&oi=book_result&resnum=11&ct=result#PPP1,M1 

· http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/1398352/the_downfall_of_ancient_rome_pg2.html?cat=37 
