PAGE  
6
Blessings of Prophecy – Dr Rousseau 2009 


Revelation 7 Seals, 7 Trumpets, 7 Bowls

	Chp

/Vs
	Symbol
	Meaning
	Historical Event
	So What?

	4
	4 Creatures
	Creation  Worshipping God
	Dometian wanting Christians to worship Him
	Only those who want to worship God will go to Heaven

	4
	24 elders
	12 patriarch – those saved in OT

12 apostles – those saved in NT
	Christians challenged to worship God instead
	Live in the Will of God

	5
	Lamb with 7 horns and 7 eyes
	Christ the perfect ruler, who observes all that is being done on the earth
	
	Christ is perfect to reveal the Will of God

	5:10
	Kingdom of Priests
	The church of the First Born
	~AD 33
	We must live to serve the Living God 

	5:12-13
	Angels and Creation (4) serve God
	Every knee will bow to God, NOT Caesar!
	Condition that is current to 1st Century and Judgment
	Praise Him now with a holy life or later with the gnashing of teeth

	6
	7 Seals
	God’s perfect plan to bring Rome to repentance
· Seals 1-4 deal with the Natural Order

· 5th Seal deals with Persecution

· 6th Seal deals with judgment against Rome

· PAUSE –events that happen before the end

· 7th Seal deals with FINAL, COMPLETE things.
	Theme of Ch 4-19 is Revelation 9:20-21
· 7 Seals Broken = Revelation to Churches about the Future and God’s Plan for Roman Empire
· 7 Trumpets – 7 Warnings (wake up calls) to Rome

· 7 Bowls of Wrath = Plagues – sent to soften hearts of Romans before Saints are released to worship God (as in Egypt) – Take your medicine and see if you get any better!
	God is merciful and disciplines so we might be saved.

	
	1st seal – white horse 
	White horse (God’s messenger), bow (war), crown (victory)
	Parthian & Barbarians wage war against Rome 
	God will send you signs – do not harden your heart.

	
	2nd seal – red horse
	Red horse – blood shed in civil war
	Internal revolts against Rome (See Fall of Rome Handout)
	

	
	3rd seal
	Black horse – doom
Pair of scales 
	Economic disaster (stock market) – work all day just to feed yourself – famine
	God will remove blessings from you to help you learn to depend upon Him.

	
	4th seal 
	Ashen horse – death & Hades, ¼ of creation doomed
	Creation Groans, death, pestilence, famine = tools of Satan to harden your heart
	As with Job, let disaster bring you closer to God

	
	5th seal
	Souls under the alter moan over the persecution of the saints
	Heaven notices the persecution and faithfulness of the saints
	You have a cloud of witnesses 

	
	6th seal
	Earthquakes, mountains shaken, prominent men hide from the presence of God
	The wrath of God is poured out on the nation – Judgment against Rome
	God brings up and topples thrones

	7
	PAUSE
(Gospel Age) 6:10-11
	Angels being restrained from total destruction, seal the Saints and there is praise in Heaven and on earth
	The Kingdom and saved – 144,000
Product of those who upheld the Testimony of God in the O.T & N.T.
	Have you been sealed by the Holy Spirit?

	8
	7th seal
	Silence 30 minutes
7th Seal releases the 7 Trumpets
	Pause before the Final  - “How long?” God’s answer, “until all things fulfilled”
	God’s perfect timing

	
	1st trumpet
	Hail, fire, plagues
1/3 of earth burned up

Exodus 9:24-26
	God wars against kingdoms of the earth
	Plagues sent to soften Rome’s heart as in Exodus to let all know who is in charge!

	
	2nd trumpet
	Great mountains thrown down into the sea
	Nation looses 1/3 of all their resources – Rome looses power
	

	
	3rd trumpet
	Great star falls from Heaven – Wormwood (poison root=Satan)
	As a result of idolatry, the nation serves Satan (Deut 29:18; Isa 14:4f) and is given the bitter taste of things to come.  Natural resources are cursed by God.
	God chastens those whom He loves

	
	4th trumpet
	Sun, Moon, Stars darkened
8:13 Three angels about to sound – God’s time  Exodus 10:21
	Judgment against Rome – vulture circling waiting for final death
	Roman power will fall

	9
	5th trumpet
	Star Fell from Heaven – Devil with keys to the bottomless pit
	The Devil releases persecution on the earth but with limited power (9:5) for 5 months (limited period of time). His persecution is in the form of scorpions or tormentors but not killers. Satan’s power is temporary and limited.


	The Devil is the king of the Abyss (Abaddon & Apollyon) where as Christ is King of Heaven and Earth. 

	
	6th trumpet
	Released 4 angels to kill 1/3 of mankind by plagues to give them the opportunity to REPENT (9:20-21)
	This is a judgment against mankind – not just Rome. As Jew and gentile alike are turning against the Kingdom of God
	Plagues are sent to turn the people’s hearts to repentance. Does God send plagues on America?

	10
	PAUSE
(Gospel Age)
	Strong angel from Heaven in a cloud and rainbow appears
	Rainbow is a sign of covenant. God remembers His covenant with His people and finishes the mystery (salvation complete)
	

	
	10:7 before God’s mystery finished
	John eats the scroll that is at first sweet and then bitter as it is digested
	The Gospel is Good News, but resulted in bitter persecution for those who tasted salvation
	God never promised us a “rose garden”. Living the life of a saint may have bitter consequences on this earth.

	11
	
	1. Holy City measured
2. Persecution 42 months

3. 2 Olive trees (Christ & H.S.) 

4. Devil comes up out of the pit to make ware against the saints

5. Boldface shamelessness of Rome as they murder God’s people

6. Earthquake
	1. Saints are numbers
2. Persecution is temporary

3. Christ and H.S. strengthen the church during persecution

4. Saints die in Rome (Sodom & Egypt)

5. God grants life to His Saints after 3.1/2 days calls them to Heaven, “Come up here”

6. Rome falls


	God never gives us a temptation beyond that which we can bear through His strength and power given to us in the inner man.

	
	7th trumpet
	Kingdom of the world has become Kingdom of our Lord – final judgment
	God’s time is complete for the earth and FINAL things take place in Heaven
	God knows the times and the end and He will reign supreme. 

	12
	New cycle begins 
	Retelling of the Gospel Story
1. Woman in the wilderness gave birth to Messiah

2. Devil appears with Rome as His figure head (7 heads and 10 horns)

3. Swept away 1/3 of stars in heaven

4. Tries to destroy the child

5. Kingdom has come (12:10)

6. Devil mounts forces against the church because he only has a “short time”.

7. Woman given strength by God which enraged the Devil
	1. Remnant brings forth Christ
2. Devil mounts forces against church

3. Devil influences 1/3 of the Heavenly Hosts to fall away from God

4. Herod decreed to destroy the child, Jesus

5. The church is established

6. The church is persecuted

7. Church given strength by God to overcome the attacks of Satan
	God supplies all our needs even in times of great tribulation.

	13
	Devil calls up more forces 
	Devil calls up the first beast which the Devil gave political power to rule on a throne with great authority
	Rome turns to emperor worship and away from the living God
	Evil may rule for some time over the Saints, but God will work evil men through His plan.

	
	
	A ruler speaks arrogant words and blasphemies for 42 months
This ruler was over the known world (13:7)
	Dometian requires saints to call him “Caesar Dominos Deus Emus Es”

Caesar is my Lord and God

	Definition of Blaspheme
Isa 5:20

	
	
	Second Beast was brought up to deceive those who dwell on the earth – to make an image of the first beast and worship the first beast- TO BLASPHEME GOD.
	Emperor worship was made the “state religion” like saluting the flag. It showed patriotism and loyalty to Rome. Those who did not worship the emperor were called “atheists”.
If not loyal Romans, then the privilege of commerce was taken away from you (mark on the rt hand) (13:17)
	The definition of blaspheme is to speak evil of something good (God) and to speak well of something evil (idolatry). Isa 5:20
Economic gain does not allow us to blaspheme God. Greed = idolatry

	14-15
	Heavenly Scene 
	the Lamb and His Saints sing a new song, Song of Moses- Exodus 15
Gospel preached on earth

Wrath of God against those who worship the beast 
	Reminding Roman Christians to stay faithful until death
Remind Christians of Egyptian Plagues and God’s victory over Pharaoh to allow them freedom of worship
	

	15-17
	Seven Bowls of Wrath
	As the Saints worship God – God sends out 7 angels with 7 bowls of wrath (plagues) to send upon the earth
· Plagues 1-4 against natural resources

· Plague 5  - temporary reign of Beast was brought down

· Plague 6 – God brought armies from the East to destroy the Roman empire (judgment against Rome)

· PAUSE

· Plague 7 – FINAL things “it is done”
	John wants us to remember the Plagues of Egypt. What did they communicate to Egypt, to Israel, and to Pharaoh? See Handout on Plagues
Ez 11: 8"You have feared a sword; so I will bring a sword upon you," the Lord GOD declares.  9"And I will bring you out of the midst of the city and deliver you into the hands of strangers and execute judgments against you. 10"You will fall by the sword I will judge you to the border of Israel; so you shall know that I am the LORD. … 12"Thus you will know that I am the LORD; for you have not walked in My statutes nor have you executed My ordinances, but have acted according to the ordinances of the nations around you."'" 


	The same sun that hardens clay, softens butter. The heart of the person is what determines the hardening or the softening from God’s discipline. 
7 Angels sent out to pour out plaques as in Egypt angels sent out in plagues.

	
	1st bowl
	Malignant sores on those who worshipped the beast
Boils and sores – Exodus 9:9-16


	Romans 1:  18For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 9because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  20For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 21For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,  23and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures. 24Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them. 25For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 


	“Proclaim my name in all the earth” Ex 9:16

	
	2nd bowl
	Sea became blood – killing everything in it
	Sea was the major artery of Rome. Their fleets helped them conquer the world. God cursed this major avenue
	Remember the plagues of Egypt. Egypt worshipped the Nile and God cursed the Nile by turning it to blood.

	
	3rd bowl
	Rivers and springs became blood
Exodus 7:20-21
	Rome’s water resources became polluted with lead . God cursed their natural resources because they poured out the blood of the saints. (16:6)
	God is in control of our natural resources.

	
	4th bowl
	Sun scorched men – yet they DID NOT REPENT
	God caused famine and plague to soften their hearts
	

	
	5th bowl
	Temporary reign of the beast is brought down
	Emperor worship gives way to Christianity
	

	
	6th bowl 
	Armies from the east have no barriers to cross to tear down Rome
	God sends Parthian against Rome
	

	
	PAUSE
(Gospel Age) 15:8
	Demons come out to performing signs to try to deceive the whole earth – Satan tries all his tricks
	Har-Magedon -- historically a place where armies come against the children of God for a great battle. 
	The more Satan appears to be loosing the more rigorously he will fight.

	17
	7th bowl
	FINAL Things
	In God’s time, Rome will be broken up into three parts (Tetra-arch) and finally fall under its own weight.
	

	
	
	Judgment against the great Harlot – Great City of Rome (17:18)
· Woman clothed in purple with cup of abominations, immorality

· Drunk with the blood of the saints

· Kings who give authority to the 2nd beast to wage war against the saints
	Harlot Ch 12, 17, 19

Holy Woman Ch 17, 18

--In a wilderness (right place, wrong clothing)

--Riding on Dragon, clothed with mammon (earthly wealth)

--Drunk

--Courted by worldly nations

--Glorifies Herself 18:1

--Flees into wilderness away from Dragon

--Clothed with Saints

--Thirsty, nourished by God

--Spiritual wealth

--Bride

--Glorifies Christ

--Eternal marriage feast 19:9


	The church will always fight against the political & social powers of this earth. Trusting in God and Glorifying Christ will lead to strength, peace, and joy in the inner man by the Holy Spirit while we are on this earth (Spiritual Blessings) and to the eternal marriage feast in Heaven.

	18
	Babylon Falls
	Merchants weep and morn over the fall of Babylon
	The great political and economic power of Rome fails.
	

	19
	After these things
	Great Hallelujah! Sung by 4 creatures and 24 elders who worship God in Heaven.
Christ calling people to the great supper.

Beast thrown into the lake of fire.
	God will be victorious and those who are faithful will join in the great feast and celebration.
	

	20-22
	Third Cycle
	
	
	


Homework: Read Revelation 20-22 and answer the following question. What is the significance of the Crystal Sea, as represented in the temple and in Heaven? Use Ezekiel 10:1, I Kings 7:21-25, Rev 4:6; 22:1-2

